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Kaiser.09 By that time it was hoped that an answer would
at last have come from Vienna as to the "Halt in Belgrade"
plan, and that there would be definite information as to the
military situation in Russia, A favorable answer from
Vienna might open the way for peace. A confirmation of
the reports of general mobilization in Russia would force
Germany to take steps to protect herself against the danger
of a war on two fronts.
In anticipation of a peaceful settlement the Kaiser at
Potsdam had written out in his own hand on the morning
of July 31 a long statement for the Admiralty Staff summar-
izing the telegrams exchanged with the Tsar, and enclosing
the one to Prince Henry from George V: "His proposals
are similar to mine, which I suggested to the Vienna Cabi-
net, which has left us for six days without an answer. , , .
Diplomatic conferences have at last commenced between
Vienna and Peterhof, and Peterhof has also begged London
for intervention." 10° While in the midst of this, the Kaiser
received a telephone message from Berlin announcing be-
yond the slightest doubt that general mobilization was in
progress in Russia. Without waiting to consult his Foreign
Office, he telegraphed to King George:
Many thanks for your kind telegram. Your proposals
coincide with my ideas and with the statements I got this
night from Vienna which I have had forwarded to London,
I just received news from Chancellor that official notifica-
tion has reached him that this night Nicky has ordered the
mobilization of his whole army and fleet. He has not even
awaited the results of the mediation I am working at and
left me without any news. I am off for Berlin to take
measures for ensuring safety of my eastern frontiers where
strong Eussian troops are already posted.101
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